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While the Judiciary continues to deal with a budg-
et shortfall, an often overlooked aspect of court
funding is the continuation of Act 49 of 2009 by
Act 30 of 2011. These acts generate approximately
$26.1 million each year for the Unified Judicial Sys-
tem (UJS) and approximately $2.5 million for the
Access to Justice (ATJ) account.

Both acts required the courts to collect an $11.25
surcharge on certain court filing fees, excluding
vehicle violations. Of the $11.25 fee:

e $10.25 is deposited into a separate reserve
account within the Judicial Computer System
Augmentation Account for the operation of
the Judicial Department and

e $1is deposited into the ATJ account.

Act 49 will generate the following revenue for the
Judiciary between Dec. 8, 2009 and Jan. 7, 2012:

e $55.8 million for UJS and
e $5.4 million for ATJ.

Act 30, signed by the governor on July 7, 2011,
extends the $11.25 fee through Dec. 31, 2014.

According to the Administrative Office of Pennsyl-
vania Courts, revenue estimates for the Judiciary
during the 36-month period beginning Jan. 8, 2012
through Dec. 31, 2014:

e $78.2 million for UJS and

e $7.6 million for the Access to Justice account.

Revenue from Act 49 of 2009 (Extended by Act 30 of 2011)

$11.25 Surcharge

According to the courts, state funds have fallen
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